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Attachment 1: Final White Paper
I.

Background

This white paper describes current understanding of how the Department of Water Resources (DWR)
would account for and administer the Delta Conveyance Facility (DCF) Benefits. DWR will include
information regarding the accounting and administration of water attributable to DCF in relevant
Notice(s) to State Water Project Contractors consistent with prior practice. No legally binding obligations
are created by this white paper. This white paper may be updated from time to time by DWR, in
consultation with the Public Water Agencies (PWAs), in response to factors including, but not limited to,
changes in laws, regulations or permits applicable to DWR and/or the State Water Project
(SWP). Capitalized terms not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the DCF
Agreement in Principle (AIP).
II.

Draft Delta Conveyance Accounting and Administration Concepts

The DCF will be integrated into the State Water Project and operated to provide maximum flexibility to
meet water supply, regulatory requirements and contractual obligations. There are some PWAs that
may opt out of the DCF Benefits and charges. For this reason, it will be necessary to account for DCF
Benefits. DCF Benefits are described in the AIP and are “those water supply and capacity benefits
attributable to the DCF including but not limited to: (1) Table A water supplies; (2) Article 21 water
supplies; (3) carriage water savings; (4) reliable water supply and use of DCF available capacity in the
event of a temporary or permanent physical, regulatory, or contractual disruption of southern Delta
diversions; and (5) use of DCF available capacity to move non-Project Water through the proposed DCF.”
To account for DCF Benefits, DWR will need to determine the amount of water attributable to the DCF.
DWR will primarily use two tools: 1) forecasting Project Water attributable to the DCF for the coming
year; and, 2) accounting for Project Water attributable to the DCF in a timely manner. Both are
described below.
A.
Forecasting- DWR will forecast, as shown below, to quantify the amount of Project Water
attributable to DCF.
1.

DWR anticipates that it will provide three water supply allocation forecasts:
a.

North of Delta allocation that includes water attributable to the south Delta
diversions (similar to current practice).

b.

South of Delta allocation that includes water attributable to the south Delta
diversions (similar to current practice).

c.

Allocation of water attributable to the DCF.

2.
The allocation forecasts will continue to be updated monthly and each forecast will
include updated information on hydrology including runoff projections, SWP storage conditions,
PWA demands, regulatory requirements, and actual exports attributable to the south Delta
diversions and the DCF.

