
 CDFW GROUNDWATER PROGRAM | Wetlands & Groundwater Planning - 1  

WETLANDS 
When acting in an advisory role, CDFW typically considers the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s definition of 

wetlands as “…lands transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems...” that have one or more of the 

following attributes:  

(1) at least periodically, the land supports plants that grow wholly or partially in water;  

(2) the substrate is predominantly impermeable or semi-impermeable soil that allows for shallow 

water retention rather than rapid percolation of surface water to groundwater; and  

(3) the substrate is non-soil and is saturated with water or covered by shallow water at some point 

during the growing season of each year.  

It is estimated that California has lost more than 90% of its historical wetlands.1 
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PREFACE 
In 2014, California passed the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) (AB1739, SB 1168, SB 1319), authorizing local 

groundwater sustainability agencies to develop groundwater sustainably plans for a subset of California’s alluvial aquifers. This document 

provides considerations to assist local groundwater sustainability agencies in avoiding or minimizing adverse impacts to freshwater 

wetland beneficial uses and users of groundwater in local groundwater management planning and implementation. The information 

provided is intended to help local groundwater planners, groundwater planning proponents and consultants, and California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) staff work together to protect wetlands as a public trust resource.  

 

California’s managed wetlands 

support the highest densities of 

wintering waterfowl found 

anywhere in the world. 


