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About the Pacific Institute

The Pacific Institute for Studies in Development, Environment, and Security is an inde-
pendent, non-profit center created in 1987 to do research and policy analysis in the areas of
environment, sustainable development, and international security. Underlying all of the Insti-
tute’s work is the recognition that the pressing problems of environmental degradation, region-
al and global poverty, and political tension and conflict are fundamentally interrelated, and
that long-term solutions must consider these problems in an interdisciplinary manner. The
Institute’s mission is to conduct and distribute meaningful and usable research and policy sug-
gestions on the interactions among these issues. The organization seeks to produce quality,
impartial research and to make sure it is accessible not only to public and private-sector deci-
sion-makers, but also to community groups and the public at large. The ultimate objective of
the Pacific Institute’s work is to contribute to equitable and sound development, the reversal of
environmental degradation, and regional and international peace and security.
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Cover image: The Salton Basin, showing the Coachella, Imperial, and Mexicali valleys. The city of Mexicali is
visible as a gray-blue area in the lower central portion of the image, with a distinct upper boundary marking the
U.S.-Mexico border. In this false color composite image, green vegetation appears red.

The North American Landscape Characterization (NALC) image was obtained from the Earth Resources Observa-
tion Systems (EROS) Data Center Distributed Active Archive Center (EDC DAAC), located in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota. This Landsat 4 Multispectral Scanner (MSS) Satellite image was acquired on June 30, 1992  (Path 39 Row
37). The NALC MSS data were resampled to 60-meter pixels in a UTM projection. 

EDC DAAC' s Home Page provides detailed technical and ordering information about each data set distributed.
The URL address is: http://edcwww.cr.usgs.gov/landdaac
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